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lessons we have given them of burning towns, joined in the
opportunity; a thousand discontents added others, and all
the indigent villains in London seized the opportunity and
improved it, not to mention how many concurred from
wanton folly without design. The court at first had a mind
to bestow a plot on France, Spain, and the Americans, but
now seem to abandon that plan. France, solicited by
American agents, might, as she used to do when teased
by the Jacobites, contribute a little money, a few arms, and
some rogues, of whom she was willing to disburthen herself,
but I do not imagine it was a branch of her political achemes
to burn London. She would have had some force ready to
pour in and distract us in some other quarter, while the
army should be all drawn to the capital.

I am much more inclined to suppose that a court plot was
engrafted early on the prospect of tumults, nay, negative
plots. I do not believe they intended to have Lord Stormont
mobbed, Lord Sandwich almost murdered, nor Lord Mans-
field's house destroyed, but Sir George Savile, the Duke of
Eichmond, and Burke, were more devoted by the zealot
part of the mob than any of the Cabinet; so few or such no
precautions were taken after such provoking notice had been
given by Lord George Gordon, that it is not very injurious
to conclude that a necessity for calling the army together to
suppress an insurrection was no very disagreeable oppor-
tunity.

It has certainly answered so roundly, that I do believe
the machinist would forgive the imputation, in considera-
tion of the honour it would do to his policy. Even Lord
Mansfield has risen like a phoenix from the flames, and
vomits martial law, as if all law books were burnt as well
as his own; nay, like his plate, almost all party is melted
into a mass of bullion loyalty.
THs was a moment I have long dreaded! I had nohe Household,
